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pull to the ground " 


AN INTERVIEW WITH PHAM VAN DONG, 

, PRIME MINISTER OF THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF 
VIETNAM 

by Jacques Decomoy 

Pacific News Service / LIBERATION News Service 

HANOI: (LNS) -- "We will do everything to win 

the war, not only win, but more than win it...,, 
if I may say so. We have payed an enormous price 
to gain this victory," 

Pham Van Dong is at once relaxed and resolute. 
His confidence appears unshakeable and untouchable. 

"The war goes on, look at it!", he says, 
gesturing broadly to underline the evidence, follow- 
ed by a loud burst of laughter. "The air raids -- 
we are used to them. But for the Americans this 
war is full of contradictions, and the contradic- 
tions are irreconcilable, 

"On the one hand, the war seemed destined 
after 1968 to be "de-Americanized" and to advance 
towards de-escalation. But, on the other hand, 

Mr, Nixon began to rebel against this evolution as 
is witnessed by the Cambodia invasion and the air 
raids which have not ceased to intensify, and 
which, at this very moment, are reaching a danger- 
ous intensity, 

,f With these interventions Mr e Nixon hoped to 
prolong and intensify the war in order to find an 
answer to an impossible problem. But it is insol- 
uble, He must bow to the normal, natural and 
unavoidable evolution of this war: the end of 

aggression, the equally unavoidable withdrawal of 
troops, and a political solution based upon respect 
for the national rights of the Vietnamese people, 

"For our part, we believe that this war 
follows an irresistible logic, but one which serves 
us admirably. For years now we have done every- 
thing possible to see clearly into this logical 
process, into the dialectics of this process, and 
to build our strategy on it; namely, the long 
drawn out war of the people. We are at home in 
this logic since we possess its secret, a secret 
which neither Mr, Nixon, the White House, nor the 
Pentagon can understand, 

"This logic is present in the entire history 
of our epoch, the history of the independence 
of all people *■- and this is not simply a slogan. 

For this is the epoch of the decline of the 
imperialisms, including American Imperialism. We 
play a role in this evolution; we have played it, 
we are playing it, and we will play it -- magnifi- 
cently. 

"President Ho Chi Minh liked to talk about the 
fox caught in the trap who wants to free himself, 
but only gets a second paw caught, and so on... 

These people bury themselves in their own folly! 

Far back in this war, the Americans deluded them- 
selves- The famous "pacification" did not begin 
with Mr. Nixon but long before him And now the 
Americans have made an enormous effort to try and 
carry out this "pacification". They have perpetra- 
ted violence and unprecedented crimes, you can not 
imagine the extent of these tortures, these crimes, 
this genocide. But all that Mr Nixon could build 
was a scaffolding which took only one night to 
Page 1 


Now Pham Van Dong is getting to what is really 
on his mind, the essential matter that lies beyond 
the vicissitudes (murderous and painful though they 
may be); these are the undercurrents, the great waves 
against which Washington would not know how to defend 
itself, in his opinion. He does not necessarily 
avoid the pressing questions of the moment, provided 
that the analysis is always put in the social and 
historical context of Vietnam, The interview dealt 
less with such and such a raid, such and such a 
particular measure, than with South Vietnam, and more 
particularly with the situation in the towns: 

"What is happening in the towns of the South has 
great significance. It is no accident that, for the 
last few years, the people there have risen up, 
especially since 1969; these people include all classes 
of the population from* the working people to the 
students, priests, liberal bourgeoisie, intellectuals, 
journalists, and parliamentarians. This entire world 
is struggling in accordance with slogans which are 
essentially those of the Provisional Revolutionary 
Government (P,R r G,). It is no accident that they 
coincide! This movement is irreversible. There 
must be a struggle lasting several years on all 
fronts in order for the movement to reach its matur- 
ity in the towns. 

"The people in the towns have risen up against 
a severe police regime which conditions the people. 

Two years ago you only had to speak of peace and 
neutrality down there to go to jail. Now everywhere, 
in Saigon, Hue, Da-Nang, there are slogans which 
demand the formation of a peace government and the 
withdrawal of American troops „ 

"If hundreds of thousands of people rise up 
despite the police, it is because they know that our 
victory is real. The bureaucrats of the puppet 
government and the puppet officials in Saigon and in 
the provinces understand the "Eight Points" presented 
on last September 17th by the P.R.G. They know that 
the time is drawing near when this plan will be 
carried out; they understand that withdrawal of 
American troops and the formation of a government of 
national reconciliation are unavoidable. 

"Elections in the South under military occupation 
can only be fraudulent. Those of 1971 will perhaps 
have some importance in view of the evolution of 
the political situation, especially in the towns. 

It is this evolution which is essential and nothing 
else. The presidential elections can play a role, 
but a very colorless role -- so very colorless if 
you put it into its proper perspective, one which 
will overshadow everything! The essential thing is 
the popular movement." 

But hasn't Mr, Nixon spoken of the withdrawal 
of his troops? What is going to happen? What can 
we hope for? Is Pham Van Dong just being obstinate 
about the American President and the interpreters 
of his October 7th speech? 

"You speak of the withdrawal of American troops," 
he says. "But must we attribute to Mr, Nixon inten- 
tions that he does not have? 

"He has never spoken of a final date. He does 
not want total withdrawal . He has repeatedly let it 
be understood that, despite everything, he would 
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leave a part of the army here. But by the force 
of circumstances, in the South of our country, in 
Indochina, in the United States too, and in the 
entire world, he will one day realiy have to stop 
the war and withdraw his troops — totally and 
without conditions e 

"He will have to let our people of the South 
govern their affairs as they see fit. One day he 
will see clearly the "Eight Points" of the P.R.G,, 
but he does not at this time... The Americans began 
with an "advisers war", then they had a local war 
with the arrival of the American expeditionary force 
in the South, then they had the war of destruction 
in the North. 

"At the end of 1968, there was a new step in 
this war: Mr Nixon then began his "Vietnamiza- 

tion", thinking that in this way he would find a 
favorable outcome. This is impossible* We would 
like to play fairly, but Mr- Nixon is accustomed 
to escalating his maneuvers. 

"So, if you speak of the October 7th speech 
(Nixon's) ,, ,The main point is not to hunt with a 
magnifying glass for what he was able to say 
between the lines, but to see if he really intended 
to say anything at all. For our part, we do not 
think that he intends to really talk at all now, 

Mr. Nixon 1 s "five points" were intended for the 
November 3 elections, which he lost, He can fool 
his electors, but he cannot fool us. And then, 
these recent raids * * .no, no s 0 5 let 's not waste our 
time looking for what he wanted to say between the 
lines! We know that the "Eight Points" of the 
P.R.G, are serious. We cannot bend in anything 
pertaining to this subject, 

"We are ready to face all eventualities, but, 
on the other hand, we are making every effort 
possible to restore and develop our eeonomy. It 
is absolutely indispensable to make the greatest 
effort in this direction, The strength of the 
R.D.V. comes in large measure from our economic 
dvelopment, If the Republic wants to establish 
a solid "home-front", it must develop its economy 
and its military potential. And then there is 
the material and cultural life of our people 
which we must improve, In this war we have ac- 
complished miracles on the economic level, but 
there remains much to do, For this, there is 
help from the socialist countries, but we are de- 
termined to promote cooperation with other coun- 
tries, as well, France in particular." 

The political situation in the towns of 
South Vietnam, the economic development of North 
Vietnam. . . Pham Van Dong could have spoken for 
hours about these Vietnamese realities which are 
his only apparent concern and upon which, accord- 
ing to him, all the "Vietnami zation" policies de- 
termined abroad will be smashed to pieces, 

-30- 
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from the INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S CALENDAR: 

South Korea: On Dec, 18, 1969 hundreds of women 

marched on a U.S, base to honor a prostitute killed 
by a soldier. Later, in early 1970, US. soldiers 
attacked women on the street, stripping and try- 
ing to rape them, 300 women drove them away with 
stones . 
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HEAD OF NORTH VIETNAMESE DELEGATION IN PARIS 
TALKS ABOUT RENEWED U.S, BOMBINGS 

LIBERATION News Service 

ROMEiLNS j — Shortly after the U.S, renewed 
its bombing of North Vietnam the head of the 
Hanoi delegation to the Paris negotiations con- 
ference, Xuan Thuy, spoke with the Rome daily 
Paese Sera , The interview was sent to LNS by 
the Colie ttivo CR in Rome * 

WHAT WILL BE THE MILITARY AND DIPLOMATIC 
CONSEQUENCES OF THE RECENT U,S, BOMBINGS OF THE 
NORTH? 

The United States bombings which began No- 
vember 21 are an extremely serious act of war, 
The U.S, used a great number of planes--not be- 
low the 19th parallel as they have claimed, but 
in the central, populated zones of our country. 

The fact that the bombings began at two- 
thirty in the morning, when everyone was asleep, 
clearly indicates that the U.S. was intent on 
striking against civilians as part of a premed- 
itated plan reflected in statements by Defense 
Secretary Melvin Laird and the American dele- 
gation to the Paris talks. 

While the attacks were already underway, 
Laird was making arrogant assertions about the 
bombings being a reprisal for the downing of 
an American reconnaissance plane, According 
to him, the United States has the right to make 
these flights while we have no right to respond 
to them. If a foreign plane flew over American 
territory, do you think Washington would just 
sit back and allow it to carry out its recon- 
naissance mission? 

Laird also declared that the bombings were 
aimed at halting the supplies being sent from 
the North into South Vietnam. He said this as 
if the U.S. has every right to continue its war 
against the Indochinese people while we have 
no right to fight against their aggression. 

WHAT IS THE REAL MILITARY AND POLITICAL 
SITUATION IN SOUTH VIETNAM SINCE THE SO-CALLED 
"CAMBODIAN OPERATION" AND THE "VIETNAM I ZATION 
POLICY?" 

The U.S. has increased the number of 
South Vietnamese troops in recent months, but 
this has been accomplished through coercion. In 
many cases heliocopters make sudden swoops on 
South Vietnamese villages rounding up young men 
at gun point and forcing them to join the army. 

The U.S, has also been beefing up the amount 
of arms and equipment that they give to these 

troops. But the major question is not of sta- 
tistics, but whether or not this kind of puppet 
army is able to fight. 

Not too long ago, the commander of the Third 
Military Zone near the Cambodian border, General 
Do Cao Tri, said that 75% of the South Vietnamese 
troops under his command were rounded up deser- 
ters who were refusing to fight. Only two-fifths 
of the remaining 25% were reliable m combat. 

He also reported that the number of desertions 
was extremely high Of course, these statistics 
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were later denied by Saigon. 

* WHAT ABOUT THE "INTERNAL" RESULTS OF "VIET- 
NAM ZATION?" 

The people living in the zones temporarily 
controlled by Thieu are rising with increasing 
force, especially in Saigon, Hue and Da Nang, 

These opposition forces have the support of some 
members of the Senate, House and administrative 
organs, Thieu 1 s response has been more terrorism 
and repression. At the moment he is conducting 
a campaign with the pretty name of "Campaign for 
the People," which even some Saigon newspapers 
have had to ridicule. 

The "campaign" involves arresting tens of 
thousands of young Vietnamese under various pre- 
texts, but actually because all of them are op- 
posed to his regime and support the eight-point 
peace plan of the PRG, 

Another aspect of Nixon’s "vietnamization" is 
the economic side of the picture. The U„S E claimed 
it would strengthen the economy o f South Vietnam 
and make it prosper. Actually, the dollar, worth 
127 piastres a short time ago, is now officially 
valued at 227 piastres with the black market value 
going over the 400 piastre mark,. With such price 
increases the only people not suffering are those 
who have been pocketing American "aid" or are work- 
ing in the black market* 
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RIDING THE REVOLUTIONARY RAILS TO THE 
WORDS OF CHAIRMAN MAO 

by Norman Webster 
LIBERATION News Service 

(Editor’s note: Norman Webster is a journal- 

ist for the Globe and Mail in Toronto, Canada.) 

SHANGHAI (LNS) --The railway cars are dark green 
and carry political slogans. People are hurrying 
to get on, for the train is scheduled to leave for 
Nanking at 11:25 A.M. and there can be no doubt 
that it will. The loudspeakers are playing the 
"East is Red." 

At 11:25 sharp, to a boisterous chorus of 
"Sailing the Seas Depends on the Helmsman," the 
train starts to move. On the platform, people 
dressed in blue or grey or arm green-brown are 
waving their good-bys. 

A voice comes over the train’s internal pub- 
lic address system: "Now this train is leaving 

Shanghai for Nanking and then going on to Peking, 
where our great leader Chairman Mao lives." 

The announcer delibers a quotation from Chair- 
man Mao. It is from his essay "Serve the People" 
and reads in part, "All people in the revolutionary 
ranks must care for each other, must love and help 
each other." 

This means, says the voice, that passengers 
should have the goodness to refrain from spitting, 
should keep their cars clean, cooperate with the 
train’s service personnel and not let their chil- 
dren run around . 


The voice ceases and music from the revolutionary 
opera "Shachiapang" fills the cars. 

The tram is moving through Yangtze delta land, 
some of the richest in the country. There is rice, 
rice, rice. , fields of vegetables, small clusters 
of peasant houses, power lines and occasional fac- 
tories . 

Sampans sail along the narrow canals that 
twist through the flat land. Patches of grass 
along the banks form characters that spell out "We 
are determined to liberate Taiwan" and "Prepare 
against war, prepare against natural disasters and 
do everything for the people." Meanwhile, the train 
announcer begins to read editorials from the daily 
papers . 

A compartment in the first-class carriage costs 
$5.15 for the 4 hour trip between Shanghai and Nan- 
king. There is a constant supply of hot water for 
the strong green tea that the train attendants bring 
by when the train takes off. 

In the dining car, the Chinese passengers dine 
first and then the foreigners are shown in. Five 
cooks in a large kitchen at one end of the car pro- 
duce a fine meal of rice, soup with chicken and 
tomatoes, sweet and sour pork and chicken with 
green peppers, beer and wine for $1.10. 

Most Chinese passengers on the train buy the 
special --a large helping of rice with one other 
dish for about 13 cents. 

There are several stops, one at Soochow, famed 
for its silks and beautiful gardens. But mostly 
it is wet, fertile countryside, with more rice, 
cotton and vegetables, water buffaloes pulling 
ploughs, fishnets in canals, villages with ponds 
covered with lotus and with geese waddling down 
the main street. 

The train nears Nanking and a number of fac- 
tories appear. Close to the track a gang of per- 
haps 200 men is carrying dirt away from what appears 
to be a road construction site. 

As we alight, the loudspeaker broadcasts music 
from "The White-Haired Girl." Passengers lean out 
of the train windows to buy meat-filled soft buns 
from a peddler on the platform. They cost about 4 
cents each and are delicious. 

The arrival is at 3:35 in the afternoon, and 
precisely at 3:50, as announced, the train begins 
to move again. It pulls out for the bridge, where 
it will swing north, thunder above the Yangtze and 
head for Peking -- where Chairman Mao lives. 

--30-- 

«****>#********** ********** ************************* 
NEW CHICANO MAGAZINE PUBLISHED 

MOORHEAD, Minn. (LNS) -- A new magazine "El Sol* 
is now being published quarterly " as a means for 
discussion of any issues presented in the form of 
poems, short stories, essays, short plays, art or 
photography by Mexican Americans." Poems are both 
in English and Spanish. Sub rates $5 year, or $1.35 
an issue . Write to EL SOL, Box 916, Moorhead, Minn. 
56560. 
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RADICAL MEDIA BULLETIN BOARD -- AN INTERNAL NEWSLETTER FOR THE SUBSCRIBERS OF LIBERATION NEWS SERVICE 


From: The Green Machine* P.O, Box 1356* Vista* 

Calif. 

We are a collective working in Oceanside 
California with marines at Camp Pendleton, We are 
opening a bookstore* reading room and military 
counselling center in the downtown area. Any 
free literature or literature on consignment, 
posters, .stickers or buttons would be gratefully 
accepted. 

* * * 

From: Underground Press Syndicate, Box 26, 

Village Sta., New York, N.Y. 

In regard to the note in the Dec„ 9 RMBB con- 
cerning national advertising, we have been in 
close touch with this situation and have talked 
to both Bob England/Media A and the various people 
at Concert Hall. 

Both have reported advertising sales to be 
extremely difficult of late, as a result of the 
recession, political fear, and disenchantment 
with the "selling power" of the underground press 
and the "buying power" of the youth market. Bob 
England said he had not sold an ad in three 
months- Concert Hall sold only about $20,000 in 
the same period. 

As for the conflict between these two capital- 
ists, it would seem to be absurd of Bob to blame 
Concert Hall for his inability to sell ads. He 
certainly didn’t when talking to us. He also 
said (and we advised him as well) that he was 
ignoring the suit from Concert Hall. 

As for "heavy pressure" from Concert Hall 
on papers to accept ads only from Concert Hall, 
this is extremely unlikely, whatever else is 
wrong with them. In anyone knows of any cases, 
please let us know. In actual fact, we got a 
call from Everywoman, a paper in Los Angeles, 
saying they had received, a standardized letter 
from Bob England saying that he would not represent 
any paper which accepted ads from Concert Hall. 

As those who deal with Concert Hall well realize. 
Concert Hall does not attempt such tricks. It 
was because of the preceding kind of tactics 
that Concert Hall filed a suit. Since the Mil- 
waukee conference. Concert Hall has not pursued 
that suit, and Media A has ignored it. 

In regard to advertisers, the briefest ex- 
amination of Media A f s clients will reveal that 
most of them are people who were already ad- 
vertising in the underground press, except now 
they are placing thru Media A*. and into different 
papers. Concert Hall has concentrated on getting 
new advertisers, while Media A has concentrated 
on getting old Concert Hall advertisers. Look 
for yourself* at the actual ads being placed. 

Under the present economic and political 
conditions, there is very little hope of any 
national advertising for small oi new papers. 

Even small straight newspapers rely mainly on 
local advertising. To pander to such hopes is 
cheap opportunism. To blame false conditions 
for lack of ads is no better. 

Since Robert England became involved, it has 
often seemed that he was more interested in 
destroying Concert Hall than promoting himself. 

A lot more could be said, a lot more is said 
in the current issue of The Clear Head. Comments, 
information and ideas can be sent for publication 
Page 4 LIBERATION News Service 


in the next issue c/o UPS. 

In Milwaukee, a committee was formed to 
seek solutions to the problem of national ad- 
vertising, made up of a person from Rat, Plain 
Dealer, All You Can Eat, Herald Tribune, and 
UPS. This committee held several meetings, and hoped 
to set up a coop with completely new faces, 
but found that money and qualified personnel 
were hard to come by. Investigations are con- 
tinuing, but in the meantime there is no evidence 
that the present situation of two ad reps is 
counter-productive, just that the situation is 
being used. 

Don’t be used. Accept ads from anybody you 
please. Ignore and refuse to play their capitalist 
games. Papers need bread to survive, and anybody 
who puts games in front of that is to be watched 
carefully * 

* * * 

From: Joseph C. Segor, Migrant Services Foundation, 

Inc. 395 Northwest First St., Miami, Fla 33128 
Phone (305) 374-6193 

We are looking for someone to handle fund 
raising for the farmworker cause. If you know 
someone who has the requisite talent and experience 
and who would like to come to Florida please let 
me know. 

Viva la Causa! 

* * * 

From: The Jones Family Grandchildren, P.O. Box 

2239, Norman, Oklahoma 73069 
Dear LNS People 

We really appreciated the picture of you all 
in packet #300. It’s good to know there are 
people out there that you can communicate with 
(and cats.) 

It’s been Very difficult financially for us 
this fall. We had one issue in September and one 
in December -- that’s all. We are sending you 
all clippings of things that may be of interest 
from our latest issue. 

We already sent the clipping about the Freak 
Factory. We’re sending it again with the note that 
if carried out, this idea could provide an economic 
base that would combat the problems that probably 
plague many freek communities besides ours (un- 
employment, lack of money to do things, apathy, 
hard drugs) . Also it could provide a badly- 
needed nationwide communications network to break 
down isolation. 

This year has seen a vigorous effort to crush 
the whole youth culture in Oklahoma. We wrote 
you all in August about how 300 highway patrolmen 
were deployed around Turner Falls amusement park 
in August for a weekend to prevent a rock festival. 

The nearby town of Davis was blockaded by the highway 
patrol during that time and the National Guard 
was on alert. 

Davis lost a lot of business it couldn’t 
afford to lose from travelers on the highway. The 
severity of Oklahoma Governor Bartlett’s response 
to the threat of a rock festival shocked the whole 
area. It may be one of the reasons Bartlett lost 
the election in November. A lot of rural and 
small- town people voted against him -- people who 
were never noted for previous sentimentality towards 
rock festivals. 

Two head shops and a rock band concert hall 
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have been closed as public nuisances m Oklahoma 
City in the past month. Along with the closings 
Oklahoma City police started picking up every 
longhair in the area of the padlocked businesses. 

Freeks had 3 nights of protest demonstrations. 
The last night of the demos 19 were arrested. 

Two days ago there were dope busts in' Okla. 
City and last night 36 were busted m Norman on 
charges of dealing in everything from grass to 
heroin. We have been trying to fight hard drugs 
but we can’t stand the thought of sisters and 
brothers in the hands of a state power that has no 
wish at all to help them. We are trying to think 
of a political way of dealing with this. 

The Jones Family Grandchildren I I people may 
have told you all 3 black women students were 
wounded by rifle fire from a fraternity house a 
few weeks ago at Oklahoma State University in 
Stillwater. 

All the black students (200 out 16 ; 000) boy- 
cotted the school for over a week. They re back 
in school now but the school refuses to re-admit 
black basketball players back onto the team after 
they boycotted. 

Love 

* * *• 

From: Jones Family Granchildren (address above) 

I am interested in starting a Freak Factory 
in Norman * Oklahoma. 

The idea is a big handcraft shop where any- 
body can come in and make leather goods * beadwork 
or whatever they 1 re good at and new people could 
be taught the basic skills of making these things. 

The shop would buy the necessary supplies for 
all these people to make their things and pay for 
supplies out of a commission it would get for 
selling the finished product. 

People who don’t have money could come in and 
work and sell their product through the shop. The 
panhandlers who swarm in hip communities could 
thus have a source of work and income. 

The shop would arrange for selling to head 
shops in other states. It would keep money in the 
same hands of your community — and not big 
business. It would also help get Freaks working 
together over a large area. 

As one of agroup who started a similar shop 
elsewhere, I y ve found that the shop staff has to 
be determined to stay in the community for a long 
time and not just split for the Coast,, etc. when- 
ever it feels like it. 

If you are interested in starting such an 
operation, please write to the Jones Family Grand- 
children. 

« 

We want to publish an up to-date Lodging 
Guide for Freaks for anyone travelling across the 
country or from town to town. 

If you have a switchboard, a crash pad or 
know of others in your immediate area, please send 
us your information* We are a^so interested in 
knowing if there is a place where hitch hikers 
can go for information on travelling conditions 
such as which places to avoid, which turnpikes § 
freeways prohibit hitching etc. 

Please send your information to the Jones 
Family Grandchildren 

m • * 
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From- Joe Neal for the Ozark Mountain Times 
Collective . 5 .u. Box 1390 ; Fayetteville* Ark. 

72 701 

Hi LNS friends 

Here is ten dollars,' a realistic payment on 
the 20 or so that we owe you. We will spread the 
wealth as we get it. Thanks for your good work 
and staying with all of us paupers trying to get 
g6ing. 

There is something that we miss in the packets 
that we wished you could include. One of our 
biggest jobs in starting is just pure elementary 
education? this means that a lot of the coverage 
in the packets cannot be used in our paper, or not in 
the form you send it. One thing that we really 
need are more muckraking articles that expose with 
facts the corruption of capitalism, etc. These 
are things that we get good response on. While 
we need them, we don't see the paper as being just 
that ... but these things would help. I am*' • 
thinking in terms of the muckraking that appears in the 
World sanetimes (would you call the Rat and Daily 
WorTcT and ask them to exchange with us?) We really 
dig LNS anyway. 

Right on LNS I 

■k * * 

From: LNS 

The following analysis of the Revolutionary 
People 3 s Constitutional Convention appeared in 
the Berkeley Tribe. We l d like to print other 
people’s reactions to the convention — send ’em 
in 0 

■k 

Out of the confusion and disappointment 
surrounding the Constitutional Convention in Washing- 
ton* there seems to be one clear lesson for the 
white movement. 

Up until this time, whites, whether liberals 
or revolutionaries,, have functioned primarily as 
supporters for the Black Panther Party. For many 
whites, '“supporting the Panthers" constituted 
their major political activity. 

During the past two years, the Panthers have 
certainly needed our help and support, as office 
after office was attacked and Panther members were 
killed or carted off to jail Q 

Unfortunately, the relationship we fell into, 
the Panthers leading and fighting, and we supporting, 
has led to some unfortunate consequences. The 
Panthers stated that they were the Vanguard of the 
revolution. We accepted that notion, because 
at the time, it seemed true. 

What other group was there * white or black* 
that could compare with the Black Panther Party? 

The relationship became institutionalized. When 
the Panthers asked us to do something* we did it. 

We never asked questions s and often we were not 
consulted. 

That we so readily accepted this arrangement 
is our fault. If we felt that our relationship 
with the Panthers was unsatisfactory, we should 
have told them so, out front, but in late 1967 
and early 1968 most of us were still to full of 
"liberal guilt" and hang' ups about dealing with 
black people to do that 

Many people admiring the "discipline" of the 
Panther party, mistakenly felt it would be in- 
opportune to ask questions. The Panthers themselves 
failed to encourage such dialogue. "You’re either 
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could be avoided. The government would create a 
circus to divert people *'s attention from the 
growing problems of depression piaguing the North- 
west. [Seattle's unemployment rate is at 15% and 
rising. ] 

The federal judiciary would cooperate in 
this strategy by making sure that we did not 
get a jury of our peers and by ruling out anything 
’irrelevent 0 such as the war., racism, sexism* 
and the court system. At the same time, they 
allowed the D.A. the widest latitude in bringing 
up facts about drugs* sex* and violence calcu- 
lated to scare the straight jury. Further proof 
of the latitude accorded the prosecution was the 
judge’s ruling week into the trial) that 
none of the overt acts listed m the indictment 
had to be proved to constitute this conspiracy. 

Any overt act which the prosecution could come 
up with would be sufficient evidence of such 
a conspiracy. This ruling meant, m effect* 
that the defendants would not know what they 
were charged with until the prosecution brought 
the evidence to trial. 

At first* things went according to schedule. 
The judge denied us the right to question pros- 
pective jurors about their attitudes* preferring 
to ask the whole group of ISO things like* "Now 
if any of you have prejudice against black 
people* please raise your hand.* 1 

The local D.A. * Stan Pitkin* as ambitious 
as he was inept* also tried to follow the script* 
’throwing out any prospective juror whose side- 
burns extended past the top of his ears or whose 
opinions extended beyond the Green Bay Packers. 
When we challenged this* the judge would threaten 
contempt. We began to realize that we had been 
fooled by the myth of Chicago The so called 
circus had not been created by Jerry* Abbie 
and Bobby. They had reacted to narrow and pro- 
hibitive judicial structures which denied them 
the possibility of defending themseives. We 
found we had to protest* had to object* had to 
risk contempt to assure the semblance of a fair 
trial . 

Any doubts that the judge was unbiased were 
completely dispelled once the trial began. Boldt* 
notorious for his stem handling of draft cases* 
reacted violently to the spectators* most of 
whom were young 9 hippie types as he called them. 
The fact that these people sometimes laughed 
or made remarks enraged Boldt who had a reputa- 
tion for “speedy and efficient justice. 

At times* things became ludicrous. To him* 
all young people looked alike and he consistently 
confused our names • even to the point of 
telling 5‘2" Susan Stem* "Now ; Mr. Dowd* please 
sit down I" (Dowd is 6 4” with bushy hair). When 
Susan protested* Boldt looked to the back of 
the gallery and shouted ? I heard that • and 
ordered one woman to leave. Susan said, ’’Judge* 

I said that. 1 ’ Boldt looked right past her and 
ordered another innocent spectator out of the 
court. At this point Dcwd stood up and told 
the judge he must be blind. "You be quiet Mr. 
Abeles!" the judge snapped. And so it went. 

Despite the fact that Judge Boldt did 
everything possible to help the government s case* 
it soon became dear that Pitkin s case was 
hopeless. His opening statement painted us as 
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the incarnation of evil. ”We will show that 
Joseph Kelly incited to not...* that Chip 
Marshall passed a tear gas cannister to Mike 
Abeles. and that Roger Lippman threw rocks 
at the federal courthouse in Seattle. . . he 
said ; staring intently at the jury. When 
defense attorney Mike Tigar pointed out that on the 
day m question* Joe Kelly was before a judge 
in Chicago; that the tear gas cannister was 
actually a bullhorn* the jury appeared to look 
strangely at Pitkin. Tigar pointed out that 
Lippman was m San Francisco on the day in question 
and stated that if he threw a rock that hit the 
Seattle courthouse *it was the longest throw in 
history. Several of the jurors smirked and the 
judged face turned red. Pitkin shifted in his 
seat and looked nervously at his FBI assistant, 

Mr. Lou Harris, 

After* Pi tki nn had brought on a few witnesses* 
including our landlord who said the only thing 
he could complain about was the -color we painted 
our living room* and a University of Washington 
policeman who saw some of us in the student 
union building a week prior to the TDA demonstra- 
tion but didn“t hear -anything we said and couldn’t 
remember if we even talked to each other* the 
press began wondering if the government was just 
wasting taxpayers' money. Then Pitkin played 
his ace — Horace Parker* an "undercover Weatherman" 
who spun out a tale of bombings* dope and guns. 

But under cross-examination he fell apart. He never 
was a Weatherman; he consistently tried to get people 
to bomb things but no one took him up; he admitted 
that he was addicted to -codeine and that the FBI 
supplied his habit. Then he confessed to me under 
further cross-examination that "he would do anything 
to get us — even lie." Pitkin dropped his head. 

His banb shell had blown up in his face* the govern- 
ment's case was dead. 

Pitkin was so shaken that for the next two days 
he was unable to bring one witness to the stand. He 
used a variety of excuses* but even Boldt was getting 
perturbed. Boldt chose to redirect his anger at us. 
When Abeles accused the prosecution of stalling* the 
judge issued his •'final warning 1 ' about our courtroom 
behavior. 

The next day* Judge Boldt solved the government’s 
problems. It was pouring rain outside and the marshals* 
who had been abusing the spectators throughout the 
trial* refused to admit into the downstairs lobby 
about 40 people who were standing outside in the rain. 
When Jeff Dowd went to the judge v s chambers to protest* 
Boldt said* "People like that don v t mind rain"* and 
cited Jeff with contempt for knocking on his door 
too loudly. The defendants* who were waiting in 
their defense loom* demanded that the spectators be 
let in and that a hearing be held on Jeff“s contempt 
charge. (At this point we had no reason to believe 
that court had convened and that the jury was in the 
box. On every day prior to this* motions* such as 
those we had just presented were heard by the judge 
before the jury was called in. In addition it was 
the practice of the judge or bailiff to ask both 
defense and prosecution if they were ready to proceed 
before calling the jury into the courtroom. On this 
particular occasion this procedure was not followed 
by the judge. The judge had called the court in session 
and summoned the jury without our having the slightest 

Dec 7237 1970 


(#305) 


. o . mor e o . . 


idea that this was going on.) 

After about 20 minutes ct waiting without 
hearing any word from the judge.- we decided to go 
over to the courtroom. When we opened the door of 
our defense room, the judge was standing there. 

We told him we were coming and followed him down 
the hall to the court. When we got inside; I told 
the jury, ’‘We’re sorry we are late, but many people 
were being kept outside in thepouring rain." The 
judge blew up. He declared us all in contempt for 
delaying the trial and said that my 0 outrageous 
remarks’ to the jury had ’hopelessly prejudiced* 
the jury. MISTRIAL* 

We protested, saying we weren v t afraid of 
the jury and wanted to continue the trial. We 
pointed out that Pitkin had delayed for two days 
while the court waited for him to bring forth his 
next witness, but the judge paid no attention to 
our protest. ’’I’m doing this for your own good,” 
he said. We had heard this line once before 
when he moved the trial from liberal Seattle to 
backwoods Tacoma, prompting Mike Lemer to remark, 
’’With friends like you,, judge,, who needs enemies!" 
Afterwards, the press interviewed the jurors and 
our suspicions were confirmed. No, they were not 
prejudiced, and yes, they were sorry a mistrial 
had been declared. Five even said they thought 
the government^ case was shoddy and most thought 
we would have either gotten off or had a hung 
jury. 

Our strategy proved to be correct. The 
government had failed to show that we were ’mad™ 
men’. Once we began to talk, even "middle Ameri- 
cans" began to listen. But what we hadn’t counted 
on was Judge Boldt’s divine inspiration: mistrial 
plus heavy contempt sentences. When we arrived in 
court for our conienpt hearing on Monday, we ex™ 
pected to call witnesses and have a jury. We 
were convinced they would never find us guilty. 

So was Judge Boldt. No witnesses, no jury, six 
months. 

We were stunned. Then Susan Stem rose to 
speak. She had been sick in the hospital on Thurs- 
day, and she felt that her rights had been violated 
by the mistrial declared in her absence. The 
judge was outraged. He couldn’t deal with a woman 
who didn’t show him proper respect. He threatened 
contempt but Susan continued to speak. It was the 
most dramatic moment of the trial. In a low, 
steady voice, she talked about Vietnam, Bobby 
Seale, and the things that had moved her to join 
the revolution. The courtroom was hushed, tears 
were in the eyes of most of the spectators, defend- 
ants and lawyers -- even the D.A„*3 head was lowered 
as she said: '’Bring back the people slaughtered 
at My Lai, bring back the soldiers killed in Viet- 
nam, bring the half million people of Woodstock, 
bring them all here to decide who is in contempt." 

Boldt, feeling his power slip, blurted out, 
"Stop this diatribe j * Then federal marshals were 
everywhere. I can’t remember clearly what happened. 
Two pigs grabbed Susan, then grabbed me. As 1 was 
pulled out of the courtroom I saw the marshals 
mace Mike Tigar, one of cur lawyers , and begin to 
swing into the crowd with blackjacks. The rest 
was anti -climax,, The courtroom was cleared, 14 
people arrested and order restored. Six more 
months for contempt -- again no hearing; again 

no Jury* . 
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At present we are all in the Tacoma City Jail* 

We have been denied bail on the basis of an FBI 
report declaring that we are "as dangerous as 
Eldndge Cleaver and Angela Davis." The judge, 
the D.A. , the chief FBI agent, and the head U.S. 
marshal all signed affidavits claiming they "fear 
for their lives" if we are let out of jail. We 
are appealing the denial of bail, but in or out of 
jail we continue to struggle. We have already 
gotten together with the other prisoners and tomorrow 
there will be a strike. 100% of the people in my 
block have signed a list of 10 demands at great 
risk to themselves. 

Whatever happens, we consider the trial a 
victory. Another facade of justre has been ripped 
away, more people have joined the movement as a 
result, this bringing us a step closer to bringing 
the monster down. 

Love and Power to the People. 
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"THEY’VE GOT REAL GRIPES" 0 ° 

TOMBS PRISON GUARD FIRED 

NEW YORK, N.Y. (LNS) — When inmates took over 
the Tombs (the Manhattan House of Detention) this 
fall to protest the inhuman prison conditions, 
they took their guards captive. 

They chose Alfred Earl Warren, a 21-year-old 
black prison guard trainee, to take their list of 
demands to Mayor Lindsay during negotiations. The 
list of demands included education classes, more 
Spanish-speaking guards, lower bail, and speedier 
trials. 

Warren has now been fired from his job. He 
told newsmen that it is because he was the messenger 
for the inmates. He also thinks that his firing 
has something to do with the fact that he "treated 
them [the inmates] like human beings." 

"I wore liberation beads, black power emblems 
and the like -- they [prison officials] called me 
a Black Panther." 

Warren received a letter shortly after the 
rebellion informing him that he failed to qualify 
for the job. He told the press that he had never 
been reprimanded or told that his work was substan- 
dard. He also said that he was the only black man 
among nine trainees. 

He is fighting the firing contending that 
he was d:sm:.sed m violation of fxee speech, 
due process and equal protection under the law. 

"They've got good gripes," Warren had said 
during the insurrection. "There axe real people 
up there." 

— 30— 
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NEW REP LIT LIST 

The Radical Education Project (REP}, which 
distributes radical literature on every conceivable 
topic (almost anyway) has just published a new litera- 
ture list. To get it, free, write to REP, Box 561-A 
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"A RECESSION IS SOMETHING WHEN YOUR NEIGHBOR'S OUT 
OF WORK WHEN YOU'RE OUT OF WORK, IT'S A DEPRESSION" 


LIBERATION News Service 

"My young boy brings back two sacks of groceries 
and it'll be $20 worth . I told him to get a certain 
kind of oleo-margarine , the 25$ kind . He said it 
isn't 25$ anymore, it's 29$ That's what "THE RE_ 
CESSION" means . 

Secretaries, steel workers, advertising copy- 
writers, supermarket managers, recent college grad- 
uates, dishwashers, printers, Itbrarians, construc- 
tion workers , teachers , . .the recession has hit all 
of them . They all find jobs scarce and getting 
scarcer. 

Chicago, where these intervtews were done is a 
key industrial city — with steel factories, railroads, 
as well as tall office buildings * You can be sure 
that if Chtcagoans feel the force of the recession 
that people all across the country are hit with it 
too . 

Recessionin Chicago means that public aid rolls 
have been going up at 2 1/2 % a month . It means 
that unemployment for young Black males is 20%. 

It means that in August the unemployment rate 
for all veterans was 6,6%. For Black vets it was 
12 % 7%. For Black returnees 18 and 19 years old it 
was 66.7%. 

For those who are working in Chicago, a ride 
on the bus or the elevated train or subway cost 45$ 
and a transfer 10$ more. 

All across the country the buying power of the 
average worker's take-home pay in October was 2% 
less than it was a year ago. Men who supported 
their families by moonlighting with a second job, 
find those jobs disappearing . 

Below, different people talk about how the re- 
cession effects them , They are interviewed by Studs 
Terkel, a native Chicagoan who conducts an inter- 
view and commentary show on the radio- 

★ * * 

BARRY WRIGHT — Director of the Concerned Veter- 
ans of Vietnam. The group was formed in March * 

1968. Most of its members, recently discharged, 
are young Blacks, Puerto Ricans, Chicanes and work- 
ing class whites* 

It's an angry bunch. The guy canes back bitter. 
He needs a jcb to take care of himself and his fam- 
ily. But jebs aren't available. He canes back, no 
jobs, nebody really cares. He's in turmoil. 

Two of them just left my office. We made over 
35 calls trying to get jobs for them. First thing 
they want to know is: Does he have an honorable dis- 

charge? And hew does he dress? Does he wear a big 
natural or what? Hew is his diction? Is he mili- 
tant? Then they cane up with sane silly reason 
for not hiring. 

We got a kid in here with two Purple Hearts. 
We've been trying to get him a jcb. No soap. He 
wanted to get sane furniture. They told him he's 
a bad credit risk. You knew what he wanted to do 


with those Purple Hearts, don't you. 

What are he and the others doing? 

They're just bunming the streets, the pool 
halls, the night clubs, sponging off relations 
or fighting. . . .What do you expect than to be 
doing? 

* * * 

BARBARA SEARS — An employee of an education- 
al publishing house. 

I should have a sense of security. New 
that's a wonderful, fine, well-rounded, beau- 
tiful, personnel-office term. But I don't. 
Government moneys have been cut off ferociously. 
Schools aren't buying books. Two years ago, the 
department in which I work had a staff of over 
30. We are new 11. 

I'm in possession of more unemployed friends 
new than I've ever been in ny life. And most of 
them are male. 

I 'm out of that fifties , sit-on-your-can 
generation. But I don't think we'll sit still 
for another depression, like our parents. Shu- 
ffle one foot after the other up to the pot of 
water soup. We're a slightly different people. 
I've got an idea it's gonna get a hell of a lot 
worse than it ever was during the thirties. It's 
going to be burnt to the ground this time, I 
think. I'd probably be happy to threw a match. 

* * * 

BOB McGRATH — About a month ago , McGrath 
who had worked for 27 years at Republic Steel, 
was laid off. 

Before* the layoff came, I took ny vacation 
with ny family. We traveled west in a trailer. 
Out there we saw it. Everything's down. It 
hit six months prior to us. I had to stop in a 
factory in Seattle to get the furnace fixed in 
ny trailer. I was real suprised, there was only 
two people in the whole place. 

A recession is something when your neigh- 
bor's out of work. When you're out of work, it's 
a depression. I said, "By the time I get heme. 
I'll probably be out of work." I saw it coming. 
So I worked six days a week and all the over- 
time I could. This was around August. It hit 
me about four weeks ago. I did manage to get 
me seme good checks. 

Our whole department was hit. This would 
be about 60 people . It's spread since. There 
are rumors of 580 more. I've never seen this 
big a layoff since before the Depression. 

* * * 

THOMAS NORTH — He has been selling advertis- 
ing space for a trade magazine and ahs been look- 
ing for a job since spring. 

No , I'm not worried . I think I can find 
another jcb. Say, when does a recession turn 
into a depression? 

* * * (more) 
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V JOYCE STOVER — She works for Career Counsellors 
International, an employment agency for female per- 
sonnel. 

People are interviewing ten girls for one posi- 
tion. Secretaries with excellent skills, we have to 
send them an eight or nine interviews . Only six mon- 
ths ago, we'd send them on one. We used to have many 
$600 [a month] spots. As many as 20 at a time. New 
we have only two. The girls are desperate for work. 
They'll take $500. There are six girls sitting in 
the waiting room right now. Before there were only 
one or two. Before, you might place a girl in two 
days. Now it's two weeks. 

Your minority applicants are being very badly 
hit. If a white girl and a minority girl are inter- 
viewed, the white girl gets the job nine times out of 

ten. 

* * ★ 

PAUL BERNDT — His company, the exclusive repres- 
entative of 20 manufacturers in the sale of sophis- 
ticated equipment, employs electronics engineers. 

About five weeks ago I placed a small one- inch 
ad in The Chicago Tribune. I've had 50 replies. In 
the past, if we had three responses, it was good. 

We'd usually attract un-enployables , the people who 
cere and go. These 50 were all highly qualified. 

This business is 25, 30 per cent dewn. One 
company we represent makes computers. Last year 
we sold over $100,000 worth of their instruments. 

This year we didn't sell a single unit. 

One of our clients is a big electronics firm. 

At a sales meeting in April, they described the 
coming season in glowing terms. In May, we were 
told the facility was going out of business. Just 
like that, closed out. 

* * * 

ED SADIOWSKI — An organizer for the United 
Steelworkers, he worked in the mills for 12 years 
himself , 

At U.S. Steel, same departments are going on 
to a four-day week. Wisconsin Steel and Republic 
are laying people off. Those are your three large 
plants cn the South Side of Chicago. 

You go cn a four-day week, you're talking 
about a 20 per cent to 40 per cent pay reduction. 
That's the difference between sirloin steak and 
ground chuck roast. 

Are the men blaming anybody ? 

The Nixcn administration is blamed a great 
deal by the average worker. When a guy is cashing 
his check at the neighborhood bar — it's biweekly — 
every check for the last few years has been $300, 
$400. Now he brings heme a check, $150 to $170. 

* * * 

ERIC L. CRENSHAW — Joined the Air Force at 17, 
returned from Vietnam in February. He is the 
father of two children. 


and call, they say it's filled. 

I've been applying regularly. I went down to 
a chain store about a month or so ago. Data 
processing, which I know. They say: "Our equip- 
ment is different from what you use in the Air 
Force." I say: "True, very true. I understand 
that, but if a man knows the fundamentals, it 
shouldn't take him that long to learn about your 
equipment . " He says : "We don ' t have time to train 
you." So that left me for dead. 

k k k 

ERNESTINE SMITH — The mother of five, she worked 
six and a half years at a shoe factory, before it 
closed down. 

I think about applying for Aid to Dependent 
Children. I'd work, if they find something I can 
do frem the hours of 8 to 4:30. But the most of 
what they have is $1.25 an hour, $1.65. When you 
get through paying baby-sitting money, transporta- 
tion back and forth, staying hone is just as good. 
It's very hard both ways. 

What can people do? They have to steal or 
work. There's no one gonna let their children 
starve. Woman's out selling, man's out stealing. 
Che's about as bad as the other. To make money. 
You're gonna survive one way or the other, ceme 
what may. I'd rather work, I'd feel more indepen- 
dent. But the way things are you don't knew 
which way you're gonna go, from day in to day out. 

* * * 

W. CLEMEOT STONE — The centimillionaire chair- 
man of the Combined Life Insurance Company of 
America and a heavy contributor to the Republican 
Party . 

If you look at the big picture, Chicago is 
still the most prosperous city in the country. 

For those who follow my philosophy, taking 
advantage of disadvantages with P .M.A. , Positive 
Mental Attitude, with every adversity there is a 
seed of benefit. One thing most people don't 
have is the art of motivation. My company is doing 
exceedingly well. This is going to be a beautiful 
year for us. We try a little harder. 

A lot of people haven't realized you have to 
work for your money. They're a little more prac- 
tical new. We're taking a greater look at govern- 
ment expenses. We're getting rid of waste in 
business. As for enplqyees ,with a fear of losing 
jobs they're really putting their heart into their 
work. Formerly it was, "What's the difference?" 
They could quit and go elsewhere. If everything 
comes so doggone easy, they get into bad spending 
and living habits. Anyone who wants a job can 
find a job. There's no doubt of it whatsoever . 

He may have to take a jcb that's honest and decent, 
though it may not really be the type of job he 
wants. It's attitude that's all important. 
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"DANGEROUS PRECEDENT" 

TAOS INDIANS GET BACK THEIR LAND 
* LIBERATION News Service 

BLUE LAKE, New Mexico (LNS) —The Taos Pueblo 
Indians have won back 48,000 acres of land on which 
they have lived and worshipped for the past six cen- 
turies. The US government shoved the Indians off the 
land 66 years ago to form the Carson National Forest. 
For the past ten years the Indians have been waging 
an intensive legal campaign to get back their lands. 

Amid great fanfare (a six column picture spread 
across the front of the Washington Post, for example) 
President Nixon held a mid-December signing ceremony 
for a law returning the sacred Blue Lake region to 
its original inhabitants. In the face of an increas- 
ingly militant Indian movement across the country, 
Nixon's public relations advisors thought it was 
time for the Administration to pledge a "new era" 
in relations with the Indians. 

When Senator Clinton Anderson tried to push 
through a compromise bill that would have made the 
land a special "Ranger District" with jobs reserved 
for the Taos tribe, the Indians refused to accept 
the plan. Two signs in Carson National Forest and 
one Ranger Station were bombed in protest . 

When the bill to return the land came up in the 
Senate, Anderson argued that actually returning the 
land instead of giving some kind of cash handout 
would create a "dangerous precedent". In an effort 
to prevent the return of the land, charges were made 
that the Indians were "water grabbing" and that they 
•'abused the land". 

In fact, the Indians have been fighting attempts 
by developers to turn thousands of acres of their 
lands into tracts of "vacation homes." A sacred mesa 
near the Blue Lake area is being strip mined for 
fuel for electricity generators that will send power 
to Los Angeles. 
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8 BURN DRAFT, DA AND FBI FILES 

LIBERATION News Service 

ROCHESTER, N.Y. (LNS) --Eight more pacifists have 
recently been jailed for destruction of draft files, 
this time in Rochester, New York. The eight, who 
call themselves the Flower City Conspiracy (FCC) , 
were given sentences of up to eighteen months. 

The FCC entered Rochester's Federal Building and 
destroyed 1A files in the D,A. 's office and the local 
FBI office. They were arrested on their way out of 

the building. 

-30- 

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOGOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 

THE TELEPHONE COMPANY CHARGED WITH SEXISM AND RACISM 
BY GOVERNMENT AGENCY 

LIBERATION News Service 

NEW YORK, NY (LN C ) --The American Telegraph $ 
Telephone Company (AT$T) was "outraged" by the E~ 
qual Employment Opportunities Commission charge that 
the Company practiced sexual and racial discrimina- 
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tion . 

EEOC Charge: Black people are largely re- 

stricted to menial and clerical jobs and women 
are denied access to higher-paying blue and white- 
color jobs . 

AT$T Reply: It is true that the percentage 

of Blacks in managerial and professional ' jobs is 
low--only 2.9%. But this is because it is only 
in the last 10 years that the Bell companies have 
made efforts to hire Blacks and other minorities. 

EEOC Charge: Women with illegitimate child- 

ren are not hired. 

AT&T Reply: This is only true in the South. 

EEOC Charge: Workers with police records are 

automatically rejected. 

AT$T Renlv: That is not true but of course 

those applicants are naturally looked at more 
closely . 

AT&T has applied to the government for a 
rate increase and has instead met with the unprec- 
edented EEOC charge of "blatant" discrimination. 
AT£T Chairman H.I. Romnes , who will continue to 
press for the increase, indignantly proclaimed: 

"The cause of equal opportunity would be 
harmed if companies with records of progress can 
be singled out for public attack by a presumably 
responsible government agency." 
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NORTH VIETNAM ACCUSES US OF WAR CRIMES 

NEW YORK (LNS)— North Vietnam has filed a 
formal brief with the United Nations listing 
war crimes committed by the United States in 
both North and South Vietnam over the last two 
years. The brief, filed through the Hungarian 
Mission to the UN, documents crimes committed by 
aircraft in the North and police in the South. 

The brief gives statistics showing the es- 
calation of bombing in the North, since the be- 
ginning of the Nixon administration. In addition, 
it accuses the US of using anti-personnel devices, 
such as cluster bombs, fleshette darts, and na- 
palm, on population centers in the North during 
1970. 

The brief also details the atrocities commit- 
ted against peasants in the South, whose homes 
have been destroyed and who have been forced into 
the concentration camps called "new life hamlets." 

Strangely enough, the US has not responded 
to the charges , 
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"I believe that if we had and would keep 
our dirty, dol 1 ar- crooked fingers out of the bus- 
iness of these nations so full of depressed, ex- 
ploited people, they will arrive at a solution of 
their own 

General David M. Shoup 

Retired Commandant. US Marine Corps 

7 ) December 23, 1970 more . . . . 


[Note to editors: please read the letter in 
the RMBB from a Seattle Conspiracy defendant 
describing the recent events leading up to the 
mistrial and the contempt hearing* Excerpts 
from the letter can be run in conjunction with 
this article.] 

MISTRIAL AND CONTEMPT: 

SEATTLE CONSPIRACY 7 GO TO JAIL 

by Mike Kazin 
LIBERATION News Service 

"I believe divine providence may have 
given this court and others guidance to an 
effective solution of disruptive trials. I pray 
it may be so* " — Judge Boldt, at the end of 

the Seattle Conspiracy trial 

TACOMA, Wash 0 (LNS) — The trial of the Seat- 
tle Conspiracy Seven is suddenly over. On Dec. 10, 
Judge George Boldt declared a mistrial after Chip 
Marshall, one of the defendants who was defending 
himself, tried to talk to the jury about why he 
and the other defendants had stayed out of court 
for 20 minutes that morning. They were protesting 
that 40 of their supporters were forced to stand 
outside the courthouse, in a freezing rain,, as 
they had been forced to wait outside every day 
since the trial begain. 


occurred in the cases of Los Siete de la Raza and 
the Oakland 7, who were all acquitted) 0 } 

Locked up in the Tacoma City Jail on Dec. 14, 
the defendants have done more than quietly con- 
template their fate* When the black prisoners in the 
jail called for a hunger strike, Dec, 18, to pro- 
test prison conditions (no exercise facilities or 
heat during the day) the six male defendants helped 
organize it, 

(Sue Stern is lying in a Seattle hospital, 
recovering from a recent operation, with a 24-hour 
police guard around her bed Q ) 

On Dec. 21, the 6 men were transferred to 
different jails throughout the West Coast in an 
attempt to hamper their political effectiveness,, 

The Seattle people have a bail hearing in San 
Francisco coming up and need supporting telegrams 
to be sent to: William Luck, Clerk of the Ninth' 
Circuit Court of Appeals, Seventh and Mission, 

San Francisco, California, Defendants suggest 
that you say "strongly oppose the unjust denial of 
bail" and "Urge the immediate release of the de- 
fendants The case is number 26889, 

Send contributions for bail and expenses to 
Seattle Conspiracy Defense, Box 1984, Seattle, 

Wash. 


The judge also sentenced five of the de- 
fendants (Marshall, Jeff Dowd, Mike Abeles, Roger 
Lippman, and Joe Kelly) to a year in jail and the 
other two (Sue Stem and Mike Lemerj to 6 months 
for contempt of court, Boldt claimed that the de- 
fendants’ frequent political statements in court 
had "prejudiced" their case to the jury and con- 
stituted the "worst kind of contempt" he had ever 
seen in his 17 years as a federal judge, 

Boldt capped his unprecedented ruling by de- 
creeing that a new trial for the defendants cannot 
start until all of them are out of jail* and by 
completely denying them bail. All seven (one of 
those indicted is underground) had previously been 
free, without bail, on their conspiracy charges . 

Boldt *s tactics mark a new stage in the gov- 
ernment’s legal repression of the left in this 
country. In the future it is possible that: 

a) Defendants will be put in jail on the first 
day of their trial (the Tacoma trial lasted 11 


days) for cortempt if they speak to the jury against'*' 11 Connecticut’s camps « 
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******************* ************ ****************** 
ERICKA AND BOBBY PUT THE STATE 
ON TRIAL 

by Jan von Flatern 
LIBERATION News Service 

BRIDGEPORT, Conn* (LNS) -- One day a week for 
a little while, the tables will turn on the State 
of Connecticut; it_ will be the defendant, answer- 
ing the charges of Ericka Huggins and Bobby Seale. 
Among those named in a lawsuit directed against 
the Department of Corrections are Janet York, 
director of the Niantic Prison for Women, where 
Ericka has been held for 18 months; Arnold Markle, 
the state’s attorney prosecuting Ericka and Bobby 
in New Haven; and Ellis Macdougall, Connecticut’s 
Commissioner of Corrections 0 

Ericka and Bobby are speaking out for all 
prisoners when they charge that they are being 
denied their basic human rights while being held 


the judge’s orders. 

b) Political defendants will be kept in jail 
without a trial until they agree to "behave," 

c) Defendants indicted under the federal con- 
spiracy law and the Rap Brown Act -- crossing 
state lines with intent of inciting a riot - may 
be delayed until the political significance of the 
protest is no longer fresh in people's minds « (The 
Seattle Conspiracy case will probably not start 
until two years after the events the seven are 
charged with inciting took place ) 

d)The right of defendants to a jury trial may 
be abridged by any judge who feels the trial is 
being "disrupted," This cancels a crucial demo- 
cratic right and also removes the possibility of 
radicals convincing juries of the justice of their 
politics and of their personal innocence. (This 


On Monday, DeCc 14, the proceedings began. 

The courtroom in Bridgeport, Conn., is more than 
twice the size of the one used in New Haven for 
the trial itself. The audience of nearly 100 
contained old people, young people, black and 
white. There was a niT , innumerable lawyers, and 
of course, the ever-present "undercover" pigs. A 
small child, beautiful! y oblivious to courtroom de- 
corum, shouted "Hi, Bobby!" as the defendants 
entered. Small children are not allowed in the New 
Haven courtroom. 

Ericka took the stand. Under direct examina- 
tion by her lawyer, Catherine Roraback, she spoke 
of the life she leads as an unsentenced, untried 
prisoner. She is allowed to see and correspond only 
with her lawyer and with those related to her by 
blood ties. Even family members must be "approved" 
--for example, only female cousins are allowed. 
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She began to tell of the restrictions placed 
upon her reading and writing materials; the agents 
watched helplessly as the politics of prison were 
placed on the court records "I'm happy to say 
thatl'm a member of the Black Panther Party," she 
stated, but "I f m not permitted literature that re- 
fers to my political ideology " Literature refer- 
ring to "people’s power" is not "approved," 

About a year ago, when Panthers Peggy Hudgins 
and Rose Smith were still in prison with Ericka 
--they have since been released — their rooms 
were ransacked* Ericka told of the things which 
had been taken, some of which have never been re- 
turned, They confiscated the Red Book, she said, 
and "returned it after MacDougall’s office had 
read it, I guess." Letters Ericka had received 
and her own writings were also taken -- her poetry, 
her letters to Rose and Peggy c Asked if she knew 
why these things had been taken, she replied, "I 
don’t know if they thought we were writing love 
letters to each other; maybe that’s why they took 
them. " 

Soon after the materials were confiscated, 
Ericka testified, she. Rose and Peggy were placed 
"in a room" for 9 days. If there was any disci- 
plinary hearing, she said, they were not present. 

After Peggy and Rose left, Ericka was in total 
isolation for 32 days Prisoners at Niantic are 
allowed one phone call a month. Although Ericka 
has been there a year and a half, she learned of 
this only a month ago 

Letters were introduced with Ericka* s testi- 
mony which substantiate her claims -- letters from 
Ericka to her lawyer, from her lawyer to MrSo 
York, etc. 

The cross-examination was perhaps more useful 
to the prisoners* cause than to the state’s* The 
lawyers for the state continually asked questions 
which permitted Ericka to speak from her heart 
about what is happening in Niantic and in this 
country. Asked about the "harassment" she had 
mentioned earlier, Ericka replied that it was 
largely "psychological harassment" that she was 
talking about. "I just want to be able to say 
what I feel like saying," 

The laywer asked her whether she felt like 
calling the guards at Niantic "pigs " Patiently, 
the beautiful sister explained that she did not 
consider the guards pigs- They are as exploited 
as the inmates. She told the laywer that there 
were at least two matrons who are different from 
all the others "How are they different?** the 
attorney persisted "They treat me iike a human 
being, a woman. " 

The state’s lawexs constantly asked her 
questions about heiself "as an individual..'* They 
wanted to know whether she personally was dis- 
criminated against Ericka did not relate to that 
at all and refused to answer virtually every 
question phrased that way, "We're having a problem 
with words," she told him, "everything that is 
done to any sister in Niantic affects me very 
personal ly ." 

She did mention the fact that posters which 
she made were called "fire hazards " Asked about 
the posters, Ericka explained that she often "does 
Page 13 LIBERA II ON News Service i^3( 


things with her hands," and had occasionally made 
posters as gifts for other women in the prison* 
These posters were ripped off the wall because of 
what they said. Unbelievably* the state’s lawyer 
asked her exactly what they had said* She replied, 
"Revolutionary love will bring all people of the 
world together,** and proceeded to explain what 
that meant. 

The lawyer became very uncomfortable and 
appeared to be trying to push the words back 
into her mouth, but it was too late, 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY NLF 
THE PEOPLE CELEBRATE 

LIBERATION News Service 

NEW YORK (LNS) --Singing "Happy Birthday NLF, 
Power to our sisters," 500 women and men marched 
past the Women’s House of Detention in New York’s 
Greenwich Village* It was Sunday, December 20* 

We had come--The Lords, Panthers, Third World 
Women’s Alliance and radical white women and men — 
to celebrate with our sisters still behind bars 
the tenth anniversary of the founding of the 
Vietnamese National Liberation Front. 

From Behind the wooden barricades on the 
street we called to the hundreds of women peering 
through the iron grated windows of the prison* 
Feeling the warmth of the crowd and the spirit 
of our sisters inside, it almost seemed as though 
the walls between us no longer existed* We sang 
to one another, sang, exchanged greetings and 
messages* The building vibrated to the beat of 
"I want to be a Mau Mau, just like Bobby Seale" 
as our jailed sisters from a million different 
isolated cells harmonized their voices. 

I saw a red flag waving from a window* A 
Black middle-aged couple called out from the 
street, "Hey Angela, we’re over here." The crowd 
started to whisper and stare* Someone said, "I 
didn’t know Angela Davis was still in town." 

Then the demonstration marshals quieted us down 
and the beautiful Black woman with the big afro 
and the red flag called to us, "The only answer 
is REVOLUTION," Not everyone was sure that the 
woman was Angela, but what did it matter* She 
stayed with us by her seat at the window, leading 
us in chants for as long as we had voices left* 

As the afternoon wore on and the sun began 
to set, many people started to leave, The crowd 
was less noisy and it was easier to hear the sis- 
ters inside. They were saying, "We love you" 
past the brick and steel of the prison. 

BERKELEY (LNS) - -Two hundred and fifty people 
turned up for the NLF Fest at Willard Junior High 
School in Berkeley They danced to rock bands, 
gulped down Vietnamese food, read free literature 
and watched films of Vietnam, 

Xanadu, a local street theatre group of 20 
people led a snake dance of curving, coiling 
bodies Their chant rising to a crescendo invoked 
the name of the great Vietnamese leader floooo 
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Chiii, Minhhh 
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A cluster of people walked by us--they all 
wore silkscreened shirts of a Vietnamese woman 
holding a rifle. In a booth, a woman leaned over 
a customer. We saw her outline the finishing 
touches of another silkscreen of the NLF guerrilla. 

In another comer of the auditorium other 
women and men were pasting together a Vietnamese 
collage from magazine and newspaper pictures. 

As people left, each person was given an en- 
ameled pin of the NLF flag, and, like everything 
else at the NLF birthday party--it was FREE! 

BOSTON (LNS) — The Women's Center in Boston tem- 
porarily took a new name last weekend in honor of 
a Vietnamese organization- -The Committee of Women 
to Defend the Right to Live. They sent a telegram 
of birthday greetings to the NLF of Vietnam 

Imperialism is a pyramid . The people's of 
the world will fight with love and guns and song 
until the earth quakes and the pyramid crashes 
down o 

On Saturday night, December 19, the Women's 
Street Theater Group re-enacted the history of 
Vietnam. At one point in the play, as the actors 
were frantically seeking hiding places from the 
French, they jumped off the stage, ran out into 
the audience and hid behind the people. As the 
French, guns raised, charged, the people fought 
them off. 

Sunday afternoon, women's groups went car- 
olling in Harvard Square, As they handed out 
leaflets which discussed the war, they sang: 

TUNE: DECK THE HALLS WITH BOUGHS OF HOLLY 

Deck the halls with Victor Charlie, NLF and Madame 
B inh , 

Victory at the Paris parley, PRG and Ho Chi Minh. 
Nixon, you're committing treason, fa la la la la, 
but you can't win, 

We want peace this Christmas season, fa la la la, 

la and Madame Binh, 

(copyright Meredith Tax 1970) 

Later that day, when the women returned to 
their center, other Christmas carolers came by 
to serenade them. THE COMMITTEE returned r-he com- 
pliment with songs of the NLF, The carders, dug 
it. On their way out they raised their fists and 
joined in the chant: 

"Happy Birthday NLF, Power to the People!" 
-30- 

U.S. MISSION IN PAKISTAN SHAKES THE 
HANDS OF HUNGRY CYCLONE VICTIMS 

‘ LIBERATION News Service 

CHAR CHUBDIA, Pakistan(LNS)- -When the Ganges 
delta in East Pakistan took a murderous battering 
recently from cyclones that forced millions of 
people to the edge of starvation, US Ambassador 
Joseph S. Farland decided it was time to act. 


rice. On arrival at battered Char Chubdia, his 
aides set up a receiving line for the starving vic- 
tims of the storm, so that America's team in Pak- 
istan could be photographed shaking hands with 
grateful surviviors. 

The Pakistanis disappointed Farland. Hungry, 
but not particularly enamored by the American's 
philanthropic pose, they broke ranks, surrounded 
the helicopters, and took away the rice. 

In the wake of the cyclone. Pope Paul also 
managed to pull off an offensive visit to the dis- 
aster zone. According to most reports, his big- 
gest accomplishment was to disrupt for a few days 
the scanty relief work actually in progress.. 
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PEOPLE DEMONSTRATE IN SUPPORT OF 
BASQUE PRISONERS 

LIBERATION News Service 

BURGOS, Spain (LNS)--While 16 Basque revolutionaries 
wait possible sentences totalling 700 years of death 
and 200 more rot in jail under "preventive detention," 
people around the world continue demonstrations 
of solidarity with the Basque people's struggle a- 
gainst Franco's dictatorship. 

In Lyon a 24 year old worker named Georges 
Fiard attempted to bum himself alive in order to 
show support for the Basques. 

In Paris a group of people carrying a Basque 
flag tried to break into the Spanish consulate but 
were held back by police. 

In Geneva several hundred demonstrators fought 
with police at a rally supporting Basque liberation. 

In Australia several dozen Basques drove from 
'Melbourne to Canberra, where the Spanish ambassador 
lives. They marched outside his house carrying 
signs which read "Franco, murderer, haven't you 
killed enough Basques already?" 
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"I WANT TO REMAIN IN MY COMMUNITY" 

YORKVILLE RESIDENTS FIGHT THE CITY 

LIBERATION News Service 

NEW YORK (LNS) --"Go away and leave me alone!" 

The man shouted out of his fourth floor window. 

Five determined policemen stood guarding the bar- 
ricaded front door of the Yorkville apartment 
building. "I want to remain in my community!" 

The Lynches and their two children are the 
only people still living in their building. Every- 
one else has moved out -intimidated by eviction 
notices, threats from the landlord and policemen,. 

In the Lynch apartment thirty friends and sup- 
porters were gathered to protect the family from 
arrest. Outside the building picketers marched 
back and forth in front of the police, 

After a few hours the cops left. 

In New York City the pace of "poor people re- 
moval" is acccelerat ing Between 1960 and 1969 
in keeping with the city’s plans to create a densely 


He managed to requisition a few precious hel- 
i copters--the rest were tied up in Vietnam- and 
flew off to the disaster with some gunny sacks of 
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populated "ghetto" for the rich, NYC demolished 
8S28 low rent apartments and built 21.936 high 
rent apartments in their place . 

Real estate interests which have, so far, 
been successfully resisted by the Upper West Side 
tenants 1 squatter movement- -have now turned their 
attention on Yorkville, the Upper East Side of the 
city., 

Twelve thousand Yorkville tenants, most of them 
white and poor, have recently received eviction no- 
tices,, The Glenwood Management Corporation which 
owns a large amount of Yorkville properties sees 
the area as "a viable plot for high rise construc- 
tion," 

But the Irish, German and Hungarian people who 
live in Yorkville feel differently., Celine Marcus, 
spokeswoman for the Yorkville Tenant’s Association 
has announced that the neighborhood is organizing 
against its destruction,, "It f s a crime to go 
through streets and see buildings partially tinned 
up, where one or two families still live and have 
no place to go," 
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******************************* ************** ******* 
CATHOLICS FAST IN PROTEST 
OF HOOVER’S CHARGES AGAINST BERRIGANS 

LIBERATION News Service 

BOSTON (LNS)-- Fifty people recently conducted 
a 24 hour fast and vigil to protest charges by Jo 
Edgar Hoover against the Boston-based organization 
of nuns and priests, the East Coast Conspiracy to 
Save Lives* 

According to Hoover, the ECC was plotting in 
cahoots with two jailed priests, Daniel and Philip 
Berrigan, to kidnap a high government official and 
demand as ransom an end to UoS* bombings in South- 
east Asia* 

The protesters, mostly Paulist priests from 
Boston’s Paulist Peace Center and young lay Catho- 
lics, formed a circle in the otherwise deserted pla- 
za around a sign with their pledge for world peace 
through resistance against oppression written on it* 

The ECC is demanding that Hoover substantiate 
his charges against them with evidence or make a 
public retraction* 
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HOW MUCH DOES THE WAR COST YOUR FAMILY? 

LIBERATION News Service 

CAMBRIDGE, Mass* (LNS)— Statistical data com- 
piled by the Harvard Chapter of the Committee of 
Concerned Asian Scholars's Fact Sheet reveals that 
the Indochinese War has cost U.S, citizens $140,- 
000,000,000 or $3,000 per family. 

The group pointed out that governments, such 
as North Vietnam's, chosen by the people "have re- 
sponded to the needs of the Asian peoples better 
than the ruling classes which the U„S supports " 


NIGHT MARE 

Turning: That's what you do in pain. 

A wcman in labor or a man with his insides 
Turned out 
Does that. 

Turning — this side to get away. 

And that side, to get away. 

I turned 
Into an animal. 

There were stirrups, I remember. 

When they forced the bit between my teeth 

I bucked the rider off; again, again 

And screamed down a long red aisle of razors. 

Someone rattled a bucket. 

The doctor looked at his hands. 

I crawled 

Up through the plaster 

Of the downstairs ceiling 

And found a wrinkled gcwn, a wad of messy 

bedding 

A gaunt, flat-bellied human being. 

— Irene McKinney 

(from Aphra , a journal of the arts. Sub 
rate $3.50 a year for 4 issues. Write to 
Box 355, Springtcwn, Pa. 18081. Women should 
also send manuscripts.) 


WOMAN FIRED FOR NOT WEARING BRA 

LITTLE ROCK, Ark, (LNS) -- A woman re- 
cently filed a suit against an Arkansas firm 
that fired her when she refused to wear a bra 
to work, 

She charged that men aren't required to 
wear bras, and that therefore the^°il an ^iola- 
ting the 1964 Civil Rights Act, which bars dis- 
crimination against women. 

According to the Wall Street Journal, a 
Little Rock judge found her argument "legally 
unsupportable . " 


MERRY REVOLUTION 
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5000 ATTACK AIR FORCE BASE IN OKINAWA, 

AMERICAN ARSENAL IN THE PACIFIC 

LIBERATION News Service 

OKINAWA (LNS) -- One thousand Okinawans 
stormed onto Kadena Air Force Base Dec. 20, 
battling U 0 S. troops with fists, rocks and stones, 
and set fire to a base school, a guardhouse and 
83 vehicles. The angry crowd swelled to 5000 
as the fight continued into the predawn hours, 

UoSo troops reacted with teargas and rifle shots 
-- when they fired into the crowd, 14 Okinawans 
were injured* 

The residents of occupied Okinawa were pro- 
testing the latest of a long series of injuries 
that the American presence has inflicted on their 
islands A GI had run over an Okinawan with 
his car and sped off unconcerned. leaving the 
victim lying in the street. People were enraged 
when they found out that American MP who showed 
up at the scene of the accident was equally un- 
concerned with the fate of the Okinawan -- he 
also left the injured man lying there while he 
rushed off in pursuit of the hit-and-run driver. 

Okinawans know that if the driver of the 
car is caught, he will probably get only a wrist- 
slap by his superiors * They remember with deep 
resentment a similar case earlier this month, 
in which a GI responsible for the death of an 
Okinawan woman got off lightly at the hands of 
the military court after the U 0 S, refused to 
turn him over to Okinawan authorities 0 

These are not isolated incidents,. In 1967, 

1 ,407 crimes of violence by American soldiers 
and civilians against Okinawans were reportedo 
The rate of such crimes has risen rapidly since 
then c In most of these cases, victims receive no 
indemnity at alio 

People resort to violence when they can’t 
get justice any other way, and Okinawan grievances 
have been ignored by American generals since 
1945, when the UoS„ slaughtered 100,000 innocent 
Okinawans while invading the island,, Okinawa, 
the largest of the Ryukyu Islands, has for 25 
years been ruled by a UoSo general called the 
High Commissioner, who has the powers of an 
absolute monarch,. Neither the Japanese nor the 
American Constitution operates in the islands 0 
The High Commissioner can make any laws he likes 
and has complete authority over the miniscule 
local government --he can remove any local 
official, elected or appointed, and can veto 
any local legislation and replace it with a 
military ordinance.. 

Although the native population has no control 
over its government, they are asked to supply 
through taxes 70% of the government 5 s budget. 

The 75,000 American soldiers, sailers, airmen 
and civilians who live on the island are protected 
by an ordinance governing the taxation of for- 
eigners. One reason that so many American cars 
got trashed Dec 20 is that Okinawans have to 
pay ten times more in automobile taxes than 
Americans -- an American pays $6 67 a year, an 
Okinawan pays $70, The per capita income of 
Okinawans is $580. 

These splendid wages axe pa id by the 
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American military who employ almost half of the 
working population of Okinawa, 

Last January 20,000 Okinawan workers in 
air fields, naval ports, supply installations, 
ammunition depots and barracks held a five-day 
general strike to protest low wages and the re- 
inforcement of the bases. American soldiers 
drove their cars through the strikers* picket 
lines at high speed while other troops attacked 
the lines with a high pressure water cannon. 

Okinawans who work for the UoSo have no right 
to collective bargaining and no right to strike. 

The Dec. 20 attack against Kadena Air Force 
Base was not the first. In February, 1969, 

6000 radral students attempted to storm the base, 
hurling Molotov cocktails and rocks, but were 
driven back by riot police. They were demanding 
the removal of B-52s from the base. 

The B-52s that take off night and day from 
Kadena to bomb Indochina are only part of the 
American arsenal that occupies almost a quarter 
of the land of the Ryukyu Islands. The Pentagon 
regards Okinawa as the keystone to the U.S. 

"security" posture in Asia. It is strategically 
located 900 miles southwest of Tokyo, 800 miles 
northeast of Hong Kong, 1400 miles from Da Nang 
in Vietnam, and a scant 600 miles from Shanghai. 

The U.So has 124 bases on the islands; 117 of 
them are on Okinawa. 

What once was Okinawan farmland now holds four 
Mace-B sites capable of delivering nuclear 
bombs, 8 Nike-Hercules sites with nuclear capability, 
eight Hawk missile sites, 21 various radar sites, 
four training sites for bombing, nine training 
sites for shooting, four drilling sites for guerrilla 
warfare, three drilling sites for paratroopers, 
and six airports. 

The B-52s that bring death and destruction to 
North Vietnam don’t help the Okinawans either. 

Early in 1968 one of them crashed during take-off 
and exploded near Kadena village, leaving 14 persons 
wounded, 313 buildings damaged, and many children 
suffering from shock 0 The explosion occurred 
terrifyingly close to a U U S„ military ammunition 
dump. 

If you’re going to be good at war you have to 
have a place to practice, and Okinawa is it for 
the UoSo imperial forces. During maneuvers the 
Air Force drops dummy bombs, trailers, cement, 
and jeeps from their planes, damaging crops and 
setting the Okinawan countryside on fire. One 
Okinawan was killed this way„ Another was wounded 
by a stray bullet from a rifle range near his 
village. 

And around Kadena Base itself, the sheer noise 
of the planes -- which often goes over 100 decibels 
-- interrupts children’s school work and has driven 
citizens of the area to mental illness and suicide. 
The village’s drinking wateT has been polluted by 
large quantities of gasoline and airplane cleaning 
liquid that has escaped from broken pipes into the 

water supply and sewers 

* 

Okinawa is due to revert to the control of 
Japan in 1972, but American bases will remain 
to torment Okinawans and threaten ail Asia. ^ 
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Merry Xmas 





